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G. The Paffaze cut by the Workmen.
H. The Place where the Urn was found.

Fig. 3. The Urn.
Its Height was 13 5 Inches.
Diameter at the Mouth 8 Inches.
at the Middle 11.
at the Bottom 6+.

Fig. 4. The Plan of Caftle Gotha,

A. The Diameter of the Camp, 100 Xards.

B. The Rampart [Agger.]

C. The Ditch, Five Yards deep, and Two Tards
broad, which reaches mo farther than D D.
where there is a falling away of the Ground
tawards the Sea.

IV. Extralts of Two Lettors from Sig™ Ca-
millo Paderni 4t Rome, t0 Mr. Allan
Ramfay, Painter, in Covent-Garden, con-
cerning fome amtient Statues, Pictures, and
other Curiofsties, found in a (ubterrancous.
Town, lately difcovered near Naples. Tranf-
lated from the Italian by Mr. Ramfay, and.
fent by bim to My. Ward, F.R.S. Prof.
Rhet. Grefp.

SIR, Rome, Nov. 20.1739.
O U may remember, I told you in one of my
former Letters, that the King of Naples was

become a Firtuofo, and had made a Difcovery ofba
{ub-
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fubterrancous Town at Porzici -, a {mall Village at
the Foot of Mount Fefuvius ; and that our old Friend
Sigr Gigfeppe Conart, as Sculptor to the King, had
the Care of the Statues found there, with Orders to
reftore them, where they are damaged. Within thefe
few Days he is returned hither to fettle his Affairs, and
has informed me of fome of the Particulars, in fuch a
Manner as very much incites my Curiofity, and
Defire of communicating them ro the Public, by
making Defigns of them on the Spot, He tells me,
they enter into this Place by a Pit, like a Well, to
the Depth of Eighty-cight Neapolitan Palms * 5 and
then dig their Way (after the Manner of our Caza-
combs) under the bituminous Matter, thrown out
of the Mountain in the Time of great Eruptions,
and called by the People of the Country, the Lava,
which is as hard as a Flint. And when they meet
with any thing that feems valdable, they pick it out,
and leave the reft. But I am afraid, that after they
have fearched, 'they throw the Earth in again; by
which means many Curiofities may be loft, not being
underftood by thefe Labourers. They have alrcady
found the following Things:

An Amphitheatre, with its Steps.

An Equeftrian Statue, but all broken to Pieces.

A Chariot and Horfes of Brafs, which have had
the fame Fate.

A large brafen Difh, faid to be found in a Temple.

They have alfo dug out many other Bronzes, with
feveral Statues and Baf-relicves, which Sigr Gigfeppe
is now reftoring. '

+ See thefe Tranfaltions, N° 456. p. 345.
* A Neapolitan Palm co;nains near Nine Inches.

There
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There have been found likewife Eight Rings with
their Cornelians engraved, and a Bracelet of Gold.

And they have already taken up about Thirty or
‘more Pieces of antient Painting, fome of which are
exceeding beautiful.

Sigr Gigfeppe gave me a Note of the Pictures, but
as it is in Spanib, and wrote in a very bad Hand, 1
cannot pretend to tranfmit it to you; but choofe
rather to defer it, tiil I have feen them myfelf, which
fhall be as foon as I have finifhed a Piece of Work I
am now about, &rc.

SIR, Rome, Feb. 20. 1740.

A S foon as Larrived at Naples, Sigr Giofeppe mct
me, and carried mec to Portici. The firlk
thing he fhewed me was the Piturcs they had dug
out, fuch as never were feen in our Days; and were
you to fee them, you would be furprifed as much as
I was; for you would fee Paintings finifhed to the
higheft Pitch, coloured to Pcrfeion, and as frcth
as if they had been done a Month ago.

Particularly one Picce, Eight Palms broad by Nine
high, the Figures as big as the Life, reprefenting
Theféus after having killed the Minotaur, which is
wonderfully fine. You fec the Figure of Thefeus
naked and ftanding, which, in my Opinion, cannot
be more properly refembled to any other thing, than
the Antinous of the Belvidera, both for the Attitude
and Air of the Head. It is drawn and coloured with
prodigious Elegance. The Greek Boys, who are
reprefented as returning him Thanks for their Deli-
:verance, fcem, for their noble Simplicity, the Work

of
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of Dominichino ; and the Compofition of the Whole
is worthy of Raphael.

Another Piece reprefents Chiron teaching Achilles
to touch the Lyre.

Another large one, like that of Thefeus, the Figures
as big as the Life; but. we could not comprehend
the Defign of it. You fce a Woman drefled in
White fitting, with one Hand refling on her Head
adorned with a Garland of Flowers, and feveral
Deities (as they appear to me) in the Air, with a
black Figure of Hercules leaning upon his Club.
This Figure is not of a Picce with the reft, which are
really Prodigies of the Pencil s but yet it is a fine
Pi&ure. Under the Woman is a Deer, which gives
Suck to a Child. But was you to fec this fitting
Figure, and the Heads of thofe whom I take to be
Divinities, how finely they are drawn and coloured,
you would be aftonifhed.

Two other Pieces of greater Height than Breadth,
in which there are Two Figures, half Human and half
Fifh, which fly in the Air.

Four Landskips, with Temples, and other Build-
ings.

gAnother Figure, which we think to be. Mercury,
with a Child in his Hand, delivering it to.a.Woman
fitting.

A Tyger, with a Boy upon it;-and another Boy,
who plays on a Tympanum : With many others.

After having viewed all thefe things, which are
already taken out, I went down into the Pit. The
Part where they are at work, muft have been a
ftupendous Building; and without doubt one may
conjedture it to have been an Amphitheatre, by the

Cir-
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Circumference of the Walls, and the large Steps,
which are ftill preferved.  Bat it is impofiible to fee
the Symmetry of the Whole; becaufe one muft
travel through ftreight Paffages, like our Caracombs in
Rome. After having gone a good Way under-ground,
Tarrived at the Place in which the Paintings had been
difcovered, and where they are daily difcovering
morc. The firt Miftake thofe Men they call Inten-
dants have committed, is, their having dug out the
Pitures, without drawing the Situation of the Place,
that is, the Niches, where they ftood: For they were
all adorned with Grotefques, compofed of moft
clegant Mafques, Figures, and Animals; which, not
being copied, are gone to Deftruition, and the like
will happen to the reft. Then, if they meet with
any Pieces of Painting not fo well prelerved as the
reft, they leave them where they found them. Be-
fides, there are Pillars of Stucco extremely curious,
cenfifting of many Sides, all varioufly painted, of
which they do nct preferve the leat Memory. But
what is moft curious, is to fee thefe Paintings all
covered with Earth, which when taken off, they
appear to have fuffered nothing by it. Ibelieve this
may be accounted for, by there being no Damp or
Moifture in the Place; and that the dry Earth has
been rather prefervative, than huitful to them.  The
antiert Beams are yct difcernible, but they are become
like Charcoal. And I have feen there a Place where-
antient!y they kept Lime for building; a great Quan-
tity of which yct remains as frefh as if made but
Yefterday. In a word, perceiving all thofe who are
calied Superintendants of this - Affair, wholly ig-
noraut of what they are about, [ began to fuffer in

a
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a very fenfible Manner; fo that every Day appeared
a Month, till I fhould deliver my Letter, and fee
what Succefs it would meet with. For had it fuc-
ceeded, I thould have gone immediately, and drawn
thofe Things, which, not being taken care of, though
of great Curiofity and Erudition, will foon be de-
firoyed.—However, as I could do nothing more,
and having a great Concern for thofe fine Things in
% perithing Condition, I left them a Paper of Di-
reGtions how to manage. If they do not obferve
them, the greater Misfortune will be ours, to hear
that what Time, Earthquakes, and the Ravages of
the Volcano have fpared, are now deftroyed by thofe
who pretend to have the Care of them, &re.

V. Extraét of a Letter from Mr. George
Knapton to My. Charles Knapton, upon the
Jame Subjeét.

Shall not trouble you with any Account of the
Curiofities of Naples, they being fo well known,
only of one which is fomething out of the common
Way, the antient City of Herculaneum, which was
fwallowed up by an Earthquake. It is- now under a
Town called Portici, a quarter of a Mile from the
Sea, at the Foot of Vefuviuss and has no other Road
to it, but that of the Town-well, which is none of
the moft agreeable, being in fome Parts very ftreight,
in others wide, and cut in a moft rude Manner. To-
ward the Bottom, where you go into the City, it is
very broad, which they have made fo, to turn the
Rrr ' Co-



